
Wychwood Players’ Previous Productions 

2021 A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

2019 A Small Affair / Another Fine Mess; Laburnum Grove 

2018 Deathtrap; Blackadder 

2017 Vicar of Dibley; Peter Panto 

2016 Wuthering Heights; Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime 

2015 Dangerous Corner; Confusions 

2014 Bedroom Farce; The Three Musketeers 

2013 The Hound of the Baskervilles; Allo Allo 

2012 Table Manners; Toad of Toad Hall 

2011 Blithe Spirit; Time of My Life; Snow White 

2010 Men of the World; Flint Street Nativity 

2009 Heroes; Humble Boy; Babes in the Wychwoods 

2008 Mixed Doubles; Sandcastles  

2007 An Inspector Calls; Visiting Hour; Treasure Island 

2006    The Browning Version / A Respectable Funeral; Last of the Red Hot Lovers;      

Frankenstein 

2005 Neville’s Island; Veronica’s Room; The Pied Piper 

2004 Hay Fever; Swan Song / Flood Warning 

2003 Oh What A Lovely War; Relatively Speaking; Sleeping Beauty 

2002 Ten Times Table; Cup Final / Chinamen 

2001 The Winslow Boy; California Suite; Dick Whittington & his Puss in Boots 

2000 Outside Edge; It Could Be Any One of Us; Aladdin 

1999     Ask a Silly Question / The Real Inspector Hound; Hobson’s Choice; 

Jack & the Millennium Beanstalk 

1998     Cinderella; The Devil’s Disciple; Lady Audley’s Secret / A Fishy Business; Robinson 

Crusoe Oh! 

1997 Confusions; Rumplepunzel  

Wychwood Players has staged productions since 1997. We are always   

looking for new members and everyone is very welcome. If you would like 

to take part on stage or back stage then do come and join us. We hold  

monthly play readings just for fun, as well as rehearsals for our next         

performance. We also hold social events and an annual summer party. 

Look out for our next production in April 2022. 

Contact Chair: Phillip Croxson  http://www.wychwoodplayers.com  

By Paul Reakes 

Directed by Mandyrae Jessey 

24-26th February 2022 

http://www.wychwoodplayers.com/


Director’s Notes 
Getting any show to the stage whether it be a professional 

or amateur production is fraught with many problems and 

worries, but this Panto has been the hardest I have ever 

had to direct. With all the many changing Covid       

guidelines, keeping everyone safe and secure, and       

wondering if we would get it to the stage and if any of our 

lovely audience would even come to watch. After       

postponing for an extra month we have revved up another 

gear and we have gone full throttle for the past few weeks. 

With the change of dates we sadly lost a few of our    

wonderful cast and crew and we really miss and thank 

them. So I had to call on certain people to change roles and none more so than  

Alfie Arnold who took on Mordred with only about four weeks to learn the lines 

and scenes… plus he’s stayed in the chorus!! Everyone had to change things round 

and take on extra including Alison Robinson-Wyatt who helped understudy a cast 

member for personal reasons and helped with numerous backstage creations! I 

couldn’t have asked for a greater more resilient team. 

A massive debt of gratitude to all the talented, happy, totally committed cast,   

chorus and crew and the committee…the Wychwood Players are so lucky to have 

you all. 

We welcome many new cast to perform for you for the first time and the Chorus 

learnt the tap routine after never having tapped before! 

After four years of no Panto from the Wychwood Players I make no apologies for 

a longer than usual performance, so let’s all sit back and let fantasy wash over us 

for a few hours and laugh and enjoy live theatre again…you, our audience are as 

important to us as any of cast or crew, without you we have no reason to work so 

hard for five months, four nights a week and when we sing the opening number I 

chose it especially for the words in the song, WELCOME BACK EVERYONE! 

Mandyrae Jessey 

 

Wychwood Players strive to provide a high standard of entertainment to the 

Wychwoods involving members of the community with varying levels of          

experience. After initially cancelling the show in January due to Coronavirus and 

financial concerns, the Cast and Committee decided the show must go on. As with 

many people, businesses etc the Wychwood Player’s have struggled during the 

pandemic but felt it was important to do something to lift spirits and what better 

than a Panto. The decision to go ahead with this show was an expensive one but a 

worthwhile one and any donations would be appreciated to help us keep bringing 

the entertainment.  Please sit back and enjoy our long awaited Show! 



Act 1 

Scene 1 - The Courtyard of Camelot 

Scene 2 - Outside the Castle Walls 

Scene 3 - The Jousting Tournament 

Scene 4 - Outside the Castle Walls 

Scene 5 - The Enchanted Forest 

Interval 

Act 2 

Scene 1 - The Banqueting Hall of Camelot 

Scene 2 - Outside the Castle Walls 

Scene 3 - The Royal Bedchamber 

Scene 4 - The Enchanted Forest 

Scene 5 - Morgana’s Castle Dungeon 

Scene 6 - A Little Knight Music 

Scene 7 - The Banqueting Hall Grand Finale 

 
In Memory… Since their last panto the Wychwood Players have 

lost two members who epitomised this seasonal entertainment. These former ladies of 

the WI should not be forgotten in the still unfinished saga of the Players.  

Daphne Waugh brought pantomime to the Shipton stage over 30 years ago through the 

Women’s Institute. These shows were written and directed by Daphne who brought her 

own individual take on traditional stories. The performances embraced enthusiasm, 

sometimes at the expense of expertise, but were always huge fun. Daphne quickly    

realised that the interruptions to the story-line provided by that vintage group of retired 

men known as The Commuters would become one of the highlights of the evening. 

Their desperate attempts to dance, handle props and sing in unison were doomed to  

failure so she stipulated under-rehearsal to ensure that on performance nights their act 

would be totally hilarious. Thus Daphne was an early precursor of The Goes Wrong 

Show which is so popular today. 

Daphne loved acting in later pantomimes but there is no doubt she was at her happiest 

when she was sitting magisterially behind her table in front of the stage issuing         

instructions to the cast. Daphne worked hard to establish drama for the new village Hall 

and was a founder member of the Wychwood Players which she went on to chair for 

some years. 

Barbara Wilson was a modest and self-effacing performer. She was always enthusiastic 

even if she managed to restrain herself from displaying too much emotional joy. She 

never aspired to major roles but succeeded in playing the archetypal mother-in-law type 

with a certain panache. She loved appearing in pantomimes in the chorus or playing 

parts such as Deadly Delia in Dick Whittington or Pirate Groggy in Treasure Island.  

John Drew 



CAST  

King Arthur…………………………………....……….…..Tony Mellerick 

Dame Guinevere…………………………..…….……...…..…James Dixon 

Morgana……………………….……….……….………….…….Kate Bull 

Mordred………………………………………….….………..Alfie Arnold 

Merlin…………………………………………………….…...Mark Jessey 

Sir Lancelot……………………..…..………….…...…...…….Keira Dixon 

Olivia……………………………...……….……….………..…Katie Witts 

Squirt……………………………………….………………...Luke Rasdall 

Sally……………………………...……….……………...….Janice Collins 

Smoulder……………………….…………………….………Rowan Large 

King’s Page……...………………………….……...………….Eliott Large 

Mother Dragon……………………………...………..Elizabeth-Rae Large 

Adult Chorus 

Evie Arnold 

Becca Witts 

Sally Aldridge 

Alison Robinson-Wyatt 

Kirsty Plant 

Brian Coles 

Alfie Arnold 

Young Chorus 

Hope Duncan 

Daisy Ball 

Beatrice Rasdall 

Henry Bull 

Felix Bull 



PRODUCTION CREW 

Director………………………………………..…….……………Mandyrae Jessey 

Set design………………………………..………………………..Mandyrae Jessey 

Set builders/painters………….…....……...….Members of the Wychwood Players 

Stage Manager……………………………………………………..…..Jane Arnold 

Sound…………………………...……….………...………………Anthony Gofton 

Lighting……………..…………………………………………….…….Ian Drainer 

Costumes……...…Jenna Saunders, Rose Hartley, Mandyrae Jessey, Sue Mellerick 

Props……..…..Julia Sorrell, Ian Sanders, Alison Robinson-Wyatt, Tony Mellerick 

Props/Crew...……………….……………….…………....Ollie Ball & Kirsty Plant 

Rehearsal Prompt……………….……………………….……...…....Sue Mellerick 

Publicity………………………..….……………………….………….Ralph Wears 

Poster & Programme Design...………………………...…………….…Kirsty Plant 

Photography……………………………...………Mel Holloway, Mandyrae Jessey 

Choreography…………………………………………….........Elizabeth-Rae Large 

Tap Dance Choreography…………………………….………………...Fiona Bates 

Tango Choreography……………………………………………..Gill O’Donoghue 

Chaperone……………………………………………………..Elizabeth-Rae Large 

Box Office…………………………………………………….Elizabeth-Rae Large 

Front of House………………………………....…Tracy Lawrence & Rose Hartley 

Bar………………………...……………..…...Members of The Wychwood Players 

 

With thanks to… Neil, Ian, Rose, Richard, Mandy, Mark, Ralph, Phillip, Alison, James, 

Keira, Kirsty, Tony, Sue, Brian and Ollie for helping with set painting and building. 

Thank you Milton Coop for 

the sponsorship of ice creams 

and popcorn . 

Thank you ‘Cakes by Desire’ 

for the lovely cupcakes          

in the picnic scene. 



From the Cast... 

Rehearsing for panto has been another wonderful experience of 
belonging to the Wychwood Players. It is incredible to see how our 

tentative steps at the beginning build up over time and suddenly 
there's some really entertaining things happening.  I've enjoyed the 
constant laughs and joys of working with everyone on the          

production.  The role of the Dame has been a great fun and a huge 
thanks to the amazing costume designers who are able to turn a 
middle aged man pratting about on stage into the fabulous creation 

you (hopefully!) see today!  I doff my wig to you ladies!  James 

My first experience in Panto was as stage crew on Beauty and the 
Beast at The Peacock Theatre in London 20 years ago! I have been 

hooked on theatre ever since, but of all the genres I have been    
involved in during that time, nothing for me, compares to the 
unique spectacle and wackiness that is Panto. Being given the    

opportunity to play the eponymous king in this one is simply the 
icing on the jolly old cake! Tony Mellerick 

New to the Cotswolds and Amateur Dramatics, I've learnt from 
Wychwood Players that there's a place for everyone in “AmDram". 

As part of the Chorus of a hilarious Panto where I'm learning to 
sing, dance, and “act” as the glue to the scenes, I can truly          
appreciate the magic of bringing a show together to delight an    

audience.  There’s nothing like it.  Alison Robinson-Wyatt 

I’m 16 and originally from America, joining the players is the 
best thing I’ve done since moving here. I’ve been acting my 

whole life; next year I’m starting a drama B-tech to further pursue 
acting. This is my first panto experience (as pantos aren’t done in 
America). I’m playing Lancelot the principal boy. It’s really a 

whole new world for me.  Keira Dixon 



It has been the most brilliant fun to play Morgana in King Arthur. 
Not only is she unrepentantly horrible, she is the most awful    

mother, putting my own  #parentingfails very much into             
perspective….! 
It’s the first time I’ve played a villain, and I wasn’t sure how I 

would feel about being booed rather than getting laughs or cheers, 
but from the first rehearsal when the rest of the cast gamely threw 
themselves into enthusiastic booing and hissing, I found I           

absolutely loved it, and only wished I had given it a go sooner. 
Morgana’s appearances in the show are all about driving forward 

the action, disrupting the other characters and introducing unpredictable plot twists,  

making her great fun to play.  Developing the character was a bit of a family effort, with 
my children helping me perfect my evil laugh, my husband helping with the lines and my 

mum working on the dance routine. 
This is my first show with the Wychwood Players, having joined last Summer after    
seeing an advert. For anyone who is considering getting involved, I would heartily     

recommend it - they are such a welcoming and friendly bunch, we always have a good 
time at rehearsals, and they will get you doing things you really didn’t know you could 
do…!!  Kate Bull 

There’s something about Sally..... this is my third part with the 
Wychwood players and the biggest part I have been offered to 

date.   I was absolutely delighted although a little daunted by the 
amount of lines and the singing!  I have enjoyed every minute of 
rehearsals and am really looking forward to the players delivery of 

this hilarious, entertaining show – something we all sorely need in 
these strange times.  So glad you came along to see it – get ready 
for a few belly laughs!!  Janice Collins 

Hi I’m Rowan, I am 11, I’ve been a Wychwood Player and 
Wychwood Sapling for many years. Its been a great experience. I 

am proud to be cast as the baby dragon in this panto. The         
rehearsals and shows are good fun, but I have a lot of late nights!!  

Rowan Large 



Finale Song... 

 

I was born with a smile on my face 

The whole of my life's been a pantomime 

Born with the need to embrace 

The life of Merlin telling rhymes 

La la la la la la la 

La la la la la la la 

La la la la 

 

I'm here to help you leisure 

Give you pleasure 

Crack jokes to please you 

Try to tease you 

Make you feel fine 

Inject some sunshine 

Make you feel good 

We knew it would 

 

I was born with a smile on my face 

The whole of my life's been a pantomime 

Born with the need to embrace 

The life of Merlin telling rhymes  

La la la la la la la 

La la la la la la 

La la la la la 

 

Forget the politician 

Nuclear visions 

The gloomy headlines 

Official deadlines 

Let it all go now 

Let me show how 

It's oh so easy to stay with me 

 

I was born with a smile on my face 

The whole of my life's been a pantomime 

Born with the need to embrace 

The life of Merlin telling rhymes  






